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of Samudra Gupta it is recorded how Harisena, although a Sajidhi-
vigrahikOi Kumdrdmdtya and Mctfiudandanayalca, was the dasa at the
feet of the emperor.1 The application of such an epithet to this
distinguished officer shows that it was evidently considered not
derogatory to style such a noble as a slave of the emperor, and
moreover this allusion possibly hints at the suggestion that slavery
in India at this period was not of the type as was known in general
in the West,
But if credence is to be given to Fa Hien, then slavery was
apparently non-existent during the reign of Candra Gupta II. "If
they want to go," he observes, "they go; if they want to stay on,
they stay." 2 Such a statement implies great freedom of movement
and suggests no restriction of any kind whatever. But the Udayagiri
cave inscription of Candra Gupta II clearly refers to the existence
of slavery when it states that "all other princes are humiliated by
the slavery (ddsya-nyagbhwia-pdrlhivcl) (imposed on them by him)/18
The later inscriptions of the Guptas do not refer to slavery, but
nevertheless it cannot be inferred that slavery did not survive in the
country after Oandra Gupta II. It may even be said that it existed
side by side with forced labour (visti), the survival of which is amply
corroborated by epigraphs and travellers' accounts.
Later in the times of Harsa, Yuan Ohwang like Fa Hien
praised the generosity of the government, maintaining that indivi-
duals were not subjected to forced labour contributions and that " forced
labour was sparingly used/*4 The distinction between these two kinds
of service should be noticed and in his reference to forced labour he
obviously alluded to the institution of slavery which he, unlike Fa
Hien, did not fail to notice.
That slavery certainly existed during this period is borne out by
the evidence of Bana. He has recorded his impressions of such forced
labour during a campaign of Harsa. This conclusion can be inferred
from the bits of conversation heard in the camp of Harsa : " How
long, slave, are you to gather jujube fruit?" "Quick, slave, with a
knife cut a mouthful of fodder from this bean field/" "Who can
tell the fate of his crop when we are gone?"5 These slaves called
1 Fleet, op. cit, (I), p. 16. elacca Mvyam-csanwwi bhattaraka padanam dasasya sampa
parisarppan anugralia.......
3 Fa Hien, op. cit., p. 43.
s Fleet, op. cit.) (6), p. 35.
* Yuan Cbwang, op. ciL, 1 p. 176; Hiuen Tsiang, op. ciL, I, p, 87. Jiiuen Jsiang
remarks that" the personal service required of tliem (the people) is moderate/*
5 Bana, 0J>. cit., pp. 206-207, text, p. 210,